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Asbury Park, New Jersey is known for its 

culture, music, and unique history.   In its 

early years Asbury Park was a thriving seaside 

community housed with various amusements 

and its famous waterfront boardwalk and 

pier.  Unfortunately the Great Depression 

and World War II were not kind to the city 

and initiated its decline, resulting in years of 

economic and social fluctuation.  

Yet, Asbury Park continues to have a strong 

magnetism. Despite the years of turmoil, the 

music and art culture continued to thrive, and 

became the defining quality of Asbury Park 

and neighboring city Ocean Grove.  Home 

to Bruce Springsteen’s debut album and the 

famous Stone Pony, Asbury Park brings a 

powerful sense of nostalgia. 

Site Plan and Information
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Asbury Park’s famous Casino stands as a monument 

to the city’s rich history and decline.  Located at the 

South end of the boardwalk, along the border of 

Asbury Park and Ocean Grove, the Casino has seen 

years of suffering and decay, much like the city itself. 

The Casino nonetheless remains standing along with 

few of the other picturesque structures from the 

city’s long history.

 In its heyday, the “Casino” was a thriving epicenter 

of public life with a carousel  ride and an ice skating 

rink. It has long been a favorite of photographers 

and visitors as a symbol of the decline and stubborn 

perseverance of the once thriving seaside resort of 

Asbury Park. 

 

Sadly, one by one these historical structures are 

being abandoned and torn down. New construction, 

devoid of the charm and appeal that the originals 

once had, is rapidly being erected in these locations.  

Although there have long been plans to restore the 

Casino, progress has yet to be seen.

 The Casino that survives today was constructed in 

1929 to replace the original wood frame structure 

by its name that was constructed in 1903 and 

later destroyed by fire. The new construction was 

designed by the New York architecture firm, Warren 

and Wetmore, in a Beaux-Arts style.  The firm also 

was responsible for the design of the Casino’s 

counterpart, The Convention Hall, recently restored 

on the North end of the boardwalk. The historic 

Casino consisted of three main programmatic 

elements: the Skating Rink and game area, a walkway 

portion, and the Carousel. 

In the 1980’s, an improperly installed roof and 

storms contributed to damage that forced the 

closure of the skating rink.  By 2001, the entire 

building was vacant. No effort was made to repair 

the increasingly damaged roof over the rear portion 

of the building, and it was eventually torn down in 

2006. 

Original Casino destroyed by fire, 1903 - 1928

New Construction by Warren and Wetmore, 1929 - 2006

Existing Condition , 2007 - 

History of The Casino
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FUS ION OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE , OLD & NEW

The fusion of art, culture, and architecture 

will revitalize this once thriving community 

while repurposing an old historic building.  

Asbury Park’s already creative and unique 

culture will be strengthened by providing 

an art venue with innovative and engaging 

exhibitions bringing interaction between the 

public and artistic communities--a constant 

exchange of ideas and communication.  

Merging multiple facets of design, an entirely 

new concept of the gallery emerges---

along with your movement throughout 

it---producing an unexpected reality that 

reinvents the way we see and experience 

space.  This will, in hand, reinvent the city’s 

waterfront, breathing new life into it. 

My City of Ruins, Mixed Media on Canvas, 2011



10 11

These diagrams study current pedestrian 

movement through the site and demonstrate 

how this traffic can be adjusted in order to 

enhance the site and engage the surrounding 

area.  

The Casino is currently a through-route 

with heavy pedestrian traffic. The site is the 

central linking point between Asbury Park 

and Ocean Grove.  

Site Analysis
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TRANSIT ION OF THE BOARDWALK

The traditional elements of the undeviating 

boardwalk will be disrupted by a more 

engaging pathway.  With a preference of the 

unfamiliar over the familiar, the boardwalk will 

begin to bend and curve as the visitor moves 

through the existing structure, mimicking 

the natural, fluid surroundings.  The critical 

circulation between the cities is still accessible 

while also producing a new environment.
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CREATING EXPERIENTIAL SPACES

Blurring spatial and programmatic elements 

will create an environment that is distinct 

yet ambiguous.  This will allow for the 

user to determine how a space should 

ultimately be used providing unique 

experience to each individual.  Introducing 

the existing structure to a more dynamic 

and contemporary, spatial variation will be 

key to create multiple settings to explore 

art, culture, and the natural landscape.
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Exhibition/Event Space

Sculpture Pavilion

Workshops/Studios

Plaza
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REV ITAL IZ ING A CITY

Integrating art, architecture, and landscape 

enables the art and sculpture to spill out 

of the traditional walls of the gallery, joining 

art and the city.  The design provides a place 

to learn, exchange, create, and showcase.  

An urban plaza and art pavilion, a thriving 

atmosphere for the city and its inhabitants.
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